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        Bang, Sparkle, Burst, and BoomBang, Sparkle, Burst, and BoomBang, Sparkle, Burst, and BoomBang, Sparkle, Burst, and Boom            
FFIIRREEWWOORRKKSS  IINN  AACCTTIIOONN  

 

AANNSSWWEERR  TTHHEE  FFOOLLLLOOWWIINNGG  QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS  AASS  YYOOUU  RREEAADD  TTHHEE  AARRTTIICCLLEE..  
 

1. Why don’t fireworks explode as soon as they are lit? 

 

 

 

 

2. What compounds do scientists use to produce yellow fireworks?  Green?  Blue? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does Conkling mean when he says that, for patterned fireworks, the “biggest challenge is to get 

them oriented”? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What roles do computers now play in large fireworks displays? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Why do so many people end up in the hospital because of fireworks? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Why do fireworks manufacturers depend on chemists to help them make fireworks? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS  CCOONNTTIINNUUEE  OONN  TTHHEE  BBAACCKK          



  

AAFFTTEERR  RREEAADDIINNGG  TTHHEE  AARRTTIICCLLEE,,  AANNSSWWEERR  TTHHEE  FFOOLLLLOOWWIINNGG  QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS  IINN  FFUULLLL  SSEENNTTEENNCCEESS  

  
 

6. What kinds of fireworks would you like to see that don’t exist yet?  Do you think scientists could 

create these new fireworks?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Conkling says he likes working with fireworks.  “I get a bang out of it,” he says.  Such a joke with 

language is called a pun.  Come up with 2 more sentences about fireworks that each include a pun. 

 


